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as the first and last remedy against Ignorance. I believe myself
that the Tibetan civilization still retains the vital spark:
the facts related in the course of this book are my evidence.
All that can be said on the subject of improved schools is, that
in the absence of some such radical changes, the end is a fore-
gone conclusion, for the present easy-going policy is nothing
short of suicidal.

Decisive action in this matter of education lies especially in
the hands of the leaders of the border districts. Their children
are far more exposed to temptation than those whp are brought
up within Tibet itself, and they are called upon to face the prob-
lems of adaptation* due to contact with Western things, in a
far more acute form. However, a few sons of great families are
also being sent from Tibet to the schools of the borderland*
Were schools available, organized on a sound traditional basis,
those pupils, officials of the future, would surely be diverted to
them instead of being placed in the charge of those who care
nothing for Tradition, The border peoples are stationed in the
post of honour: may they not shrink feebly from the task
confronting them. Every broad-minded European can wish
them success, for we too continue to suffer from the degradation
of our own rich culture, due to the selfsame forces that have
corrupted that of Asia. A turn in the tide, wherever it may
occur, should be welcomed by men of good-will everywhere,
irrespective of their religion or race.